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progress, Marlborough had sailed for the front
in a cheerful mood. In the course of the election
he was attacked for betraying the Church of
England, but he knew that his victories counted
more with the electorate than his views on occa-
sional conformity.

The disaster on the Danube compelled Louis
XIV to act on the defensive in 1705. By tremend-
ous exertions he assembled three large armies to
stand guard against the expected invasion of
French or Spanish territory from the east; one
army was under Villeroi in Flanders, a second
under Villars on the Moselle and a third under
Marsin in Alsace. Marlborough had made up his
mind to try to invade Lorraine by way of the
Moselle, as he regarded this as the " real road "
into France. His plan was to begin the advance
with two armies, one of 60,000 men under his own
command from Treves which he had taken at the
end of the previous campaign, the other of 30,000
Germans under the Margrave of Baden operating
from Landau on the Upper Rhine. But a fatal
combination of Dutch fears, Austrian short-
comings, Prussian dilatoriness and the Margrave's
jealousy prevented the realization of what seems
in any case to have been an over-ambitious
project. Nevertheless, Marlborough refused
wholly to abandon it. Ultimately he decided to
confront Villars, who had taken up an impreg-
nable position, with an inferior army in the hope
of tempting him to give battle. But Villars was
too clever to take an unnecessary risk. For fifteen
days Marlborough encamped opposite him in a